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Schultz allegations 
likely to scuttle 
plans of new 
Soulpepper home 


JEFF GRAY CITY HALL REPORTER 


Just weeks before sexual-harassment allegations 
forced Soulpepper Theatre Company artistic direc- 
tor Albert Schultz out of his job, the board that 
oversees Toronto’s St. Lawrence Centre for the 
Arts was mulling a confidential proposal that 
could have seen Soulpepper move into the aging 
city-owned facility and helped raise funds for its 
much-needed renovations. 

A spokesman for Mayor John Tory confirmed 
the talks and that he had met with Mr. Schultz 
and other Soulpepper representatives last year to 
discuss it. 

But sources familiar with the proposal, 
described as an unsolicited overture, say it is un- 
likely to go ahead now, with Mr. Schultz stepping 
down last week after civil lawsuits filed by four 
actresses described him as a “serial sexual preda- 
tor.” Mr. Schultz has pledged to defend himself 
“vehemently” against the allegations, which have 
not been proven in court. 

City Councillor Mary Fragedakis, who sits on 
the board of directors of Civic Theatres Toronto - 
which oversees the St. Lawrence Centre, the Sony 
Centre for the Performing Arts next door and the 
Toronto Centre for the Arts in North York, all 
owned by the city - would not comment on any 
confidential proposal or the board’s recent closed- 
door deliberations. 
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Record $100-million 
CAMH donation marks 
shift on mental health 


ANDRE 
PICARD 


BB Anawsis 


he Centre for Addiction and Mental 

Health announced Thursday that its 

foundation has received a record $100- 

million donation from an anonymous 
donor, monies that will be dedicated to research 
on everything from the causes of mental illness 
to how to improve access to care. 

A gift of this magnitude is impressive in itself. 
We tend to forget the important role philanthro- 
py plays in funding health research and, increas- 
ingly, health services. 

But it is doubly noteworthy because it dramat- 
ically underscores a significant cultural shift, 
where it is as legitimate - and socially acceptable 
- for a philanthropist to embrace mental health 
as a cause as it is cancer or heart disease. 

After all, the ultramodern hospital and 
research labs of CAMH started out as the Provin- 
cial Lunatic Asylum, a place to be avoided and 
not even talked about. That sort of stigma is 
hard to shake off. 

Mental illnesses and their sufferers have long 
been feared, not embraced as a noble cause and 
a promising area of research. 

The $100-million bequest goes into what the 
CAMH Foundation is calling the Discovery Fund, 
and used “to attract talent, explore big ideas, 
support young scientists and leverage data to 
expose the mysteries of the brain.” 


Canada aims to break through 
NAFTA auto roadblock 


Ottawa is drafting proposal that would boost amount of North American-made 
content, as well as considering new dispute-settlement provisions to placate U.S. 


ADRIAN MORROW WASHINGTON 
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BILL CURRY LONDON, ONT. 


Canada is working on a proposal to 
boost the amount of North Ameri- 
can-made content in cars and 
trucks manufactured in the NAFTA 
zone, sources say, in a bid to break 
the deadlock over one of the most 


contentious subjects in the trade 
deal’s renegotiation. 

Ottawa is also crafting a series of 
potential compromises on the 
North American free-trade agree- 
ment’s dispute-resolution provi- 
sions, another major sticking point 
in the talks between Canada, the 
United States and Mexico. But even 
as Canada offers President Donald 
Trump an olive branch, it is serving 


notice that it will not be pushed 
around: Trade Minister Francois- 
Philippe Champagne said a World 
Trade Organization case made pub- 
lic earlier this week was about win- 
ning the United States’ “respect” by 
firing a shot across its bow. 
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Campbell Clark: It’s white-knuckle time now 
A4 
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CUTTING A TRAIL 


As the Winter Olympics approach, Canadian Rosanna Crawford claims 
her first World Cup podium place, finishing third in the women’s 
15-kilometre individual race on Thursday 
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Class act: Canadian invests in school for Syrian refugees 


SARA ELIZABETH WILLIAMS 
AZRAQ, JORDAN 


van on a desolate stretch of the 

Jordanian desert, 32-year-old 
teacher Ghadaa Tinieh is working 
miracles. 


I: a brightly painted prefab cara- 


It fills a critical gap in programs 
for refugees and has an unlikely 
benefactor: 79-year-old Canadian 
Martine Stilwell. 

“Its a very concerning thing to 
think that all these children would 
end up illiterate or semi-literate 
and in a poverty trap,” Ms. Stilwell 
told The Globe and Mail. 


hydro engineer, the West Vancou- 
ver retired psychiatrist and mother 
of three had witnessed how conflict 
and destitution often hit children 
hardest. She had been reading 
about Syrian refugee children with- 
out access to school and was haunt- 
ed by thoughts of what their future 
might hold. 
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Young buyers priced out of urban 
areas are choosing to buy in the 
country and rent in the city 
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FILM FRIDAY 

Liam Neeson has fought many things 
on screen, but he’s never had quite as 
ludicrous, and ludicrously entertain- 
ing a fight as in The Commuter, Barry 
Hertz writes 


were struggling under the weight of 
trauma, poverty and exile. 

Yet here, they are thriving. In the 
words of 12-year-old Mohammad, 
in school for the first time in his 
life: “My teacher started with me at 
zero and I’m a 10 now.” 

The class is part of a school 
designed to teach basic skills and 
offer enrichment to kids who have 
gone years without formal educa- 
tion or are struggling to stay afloat 
in Jordanian schools. 

Unlike most education projects, 
it specifically targets children 
whom aid agencies warn are at risk 


The school in Jordan targets children 


she said. 

In March, 2014, Ms. Stilwell 
received a sizable inheritance and 
decided to help these children. She 
set her sights on Jordan: A poor 
country shouldering the costs of 
close to a million Syrian refugees, it 
offered enough political stability to 
ensure any project she funded 
might last. 

While nearly all Jordanian stu- 
dents attend primary school, just 
six in 10 Syrian refugee children in 
2014 were taking part in formal ed- 
ucation. Classes were swelling and 
some oversubscribed schools were 
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